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Flint launches planning changes

Vicki Shiel, PlanningResource, 10 September 2008

Regulations that will remove 80,000 householder planning applications from the
planning system each year were introduced to Parliament today.

Housing and planning minister Caroline Flint laid a revised general permitted
development order before Parliament that will allow homeowners to build small loft
conversions and other extensions without applying for planning permission.

Larger, more intrusive extensions will still require permission.
Councils will have the power to tighten or relax the rules according to local circumstance.

The changes, which come into effect next month, could save up to £50 million each year
in application fees and costs associated with processing applications and delays.

The number of applications expected to be removed from the system represents a quarter
of all householder planning applications.

The regulations also aim to reduce the flood risk associated with surface water run-off by
requiring planning consent for homeowners installing non-permeable paving.

Only new driveways or parking areas over Sm2 constructed using surfaces that allow the
water to soak through the ground will not require planning permission.

A homeowners’ guide will be published on acceptable surfaces for front gardens.

The revised permitted development order also upgrades the 17 English World Heritage
Sites to the same protection levels as conservation areas, national parks and areas of
outstanding beauty.

Sites including the Tower of London, Hadrian's Wall, and Durham Castle will be
protected from potentially damaging development.

An interactive guide to help homeowners understand the planning requirements when
making home improvements was launched on the Planning Portal website.

This allows people to click on the part of the house they are changing to reveal the rules
for doing so.
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